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MEXICAN WAR BATTLE-FLAGS PRESENTED TO THE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

On the afternoon of April 18, 1893, the forty-sixth an- 
niversary of the battle of Cerro Gordo, the Mexican war 
veterans of the " Seott Legion," of Philadelphia, presented 
to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania the two flags given 
to the First and Second Regiments of Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers by General Scott, in the City of Mexico, for gallantry 
upon the battle-field. In addition to the officers and mem- 
bers of the Legion, who were accompanied by their families, 
there were present ex-Governor Andrew G. Curtin, Mayor 
Edwin S. Stuart, General William Farrar Smith, General 
Lewis Merrill, Dr. Edward Shippen, U.S.N., James S. Bid- 
die, and descendants of General Robert Patterson. Letters 
of regret were received from Governor Robert E. Pattison, 
Professor Henry Coppee, General D. McM. Gregg, General 
W. W. H. Davis, Mr. P. S. P. Connor, and others. 

The meeting being called to order by President Stille of 
the Historical Society, he introduced Captain George L. 
Rilman, of the Legion, who said, — 

Mb. President and Members op the Historical Society, — As 
Chairman of the Committee who were appointed to secure a perma- 
nent depository for our flags, where they would be preserved to future 
generations, I desire to make a few introductory remarks. In the autumn 
of 1846 the President of the United States called on the Governor of 
Pennsylvania for two regiments of volunteer infantry to serve for three 
years or the war. They were promptly organized and accepted. Strange 
though it may seem, we were allowed to depart for the seat of war with- 
out a stand of colors. While en route from New Orleans to Vera Cruz, 
Captain William F. Small, of Company C, First Begiment, caused to 
be made from such material as was found on board the ship, that crude 
representation of our State flag [pointing to the flag], which we carried 
on our march and in all the battles between Vera Cruz and the City of 
Mexico. Not long after the capture of the ancient capital of the Mon- 
tezumas, General Scott presented to us, as a token of his appreciation of 
our gallantry upon the battle-field, two beautiful flags, which we are to 
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present you to-day. They were made in Mexico. Within these walls, 
where our old commander, General Patterson, lived and died, we think 
it most fitting that our flags, which we have so long cherished, should 
find their home. And now, sirs, on behalf of the Scott Legion, I call 
on Comrade John Dolman to formally present them to you. 

John Dolman, Esq., thereupon made the formal presenta- 
tion in the following eloquent address : 

Mr. President of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
— Forty-six years ago to-day, amid the thunder of artillery and the 
smoke and blood of battle, a small American army was storming the 
rocky heights of Cerro Gordo, defended, and bravely defended, by a 
much larger force of the flower of the Mexican army. 

The American army was so small as to excite surprise, and at first 
the ridicule of other nations at venturing into a hostile country with so 
insignificant a force. 

But it was an army the history of whose victorious progress from the 
Gulf to Mexico's capital reads like a tale out of the " Arabian Nights." 

On the 15th day of September, 1847, a force of only about six thou- 
sand men, as victors, entered that capital, containing a population of 
about two hundred and fifty thousand, and whose supposed impregnable 
approaches were guarded by an army of about twenty-five thousand 
soldiers. 

The details of that brilliant campaign are a part of our common school 
history, and perhaps the most fascinating part of it to the American 
youth. The conquest of Mexico by Cortez, about which history has 
thrown such a halo of romantic admiration, was a dress parade in com- 
parison. Cortez led a trained band of mounted warriors, with fire-arms 
and clad in steel. The bows and arrows and reed lances of the half- 
naked Aztecs offered them but slight resistance. The American army 
fought every foot of ground from Vera Cruz to Mexico with a brave, 
well-armed force, inured to the climate, familiar with the country, and 
commanded by a famous military genius, Santa Anna, " the one-legged 
Mephi&topheles" as he was called, yet never suffered a single defeat. 
Cortez and his followers left a track of devastation and ruin behind 
them wherever they passed. The smoke of burned homes and the groans 
of tortured aborigines who would not disclose their hidden treasures 
ascended unto heaven. The American army struck the people of Mexico 
with astonishment at rigidly respecting private property and paying full 
prices for all provisions and supplies used. 

And as we recall one by one the names of those heroes who led that 
devoted band, their martial forms and well-loved features, indelibly 
stamped upon the hearts of those who followed them, rise up before our 
mental visions, and through the dim vista of nearly half a century call 
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up the memory of such strange and thrilling scenes as seem now like a 
far-off romantic dream of youth. 

Biding at the head in chief command was the grand and magnificent 
Winfield Scott, like Saul, the leader of Israel, towering above the heads 
of all his army with his six feet four inches, and every inch a soldier. 

It was in that City of Mexico, while our beautiful flag was floating in 
victory from its capitol, on the plaza in front of the site of the ancient 
halls of Montezuma, that General Winfield Scott with his own hands 
bestowed these two flags upon the First and Second Pennsylvania Regi- 
ments, as a token of his appreciation of their gallantry upon the field 
of battle. 

These flags have been cherished and preserved as sacred relics by us, 
the survivors of the Mexican war, organized under the name of the 
" Scott Legion," ever since. We glory in them as reminders not only 
of the victories of the campaign, but as reminders to all the citizens of 
our Commonwealth of the only war of foreign invasion in the history of 
our country. 

In some particulars the war with Mexico was unique. It is an old 
and true adage that war is costly and ruinous to both victor and van- 
quished. But the Mexican war was a great exception, and repaid its 
cost more than a hundred-fold. The territory ceded by Mexico to the 
United States at that time was greater than all of the original thirteen 
States. And what a territory it was ! How blessed by nature in wealth 
of mines, wealth of soil, and wealth of climate ! California, Utah, Ari- 
zona, Nevada, New Mexico, Colorado; San Francisco, the empress of 
the Pacific, sitting upon her throne of gold, encompassed with luscious 
fruits and yellow grain. 

The whole cost of the Mexican war to the American government was 
about sixty million dollars. Between two and three thousand million 
dollars in gold and silver alone have been taken from the mines of that 
territory, and the port of San Francisco pays into the United States 
Treasury in customs duties the whole cost of the Mexican war every five 
years. 

But sadness comes upon us naturally when we consider that most of 
those who participated in those trying scenes are gone, — gone to answer 
the great roll-call above, where the savage throat of war is forever 
silenced in the presence of the Prince of Peace. But few there be that 
remain, and they are fallen into the sere and yellow leaf. We feel that 
the time cannot be far distant when the last survivor shall pass away, 
and fully appreciating that fact, the Scott Legion of Philadelphia desires 
to resign the further care and custody of these precious relics into the 
hands of some public body, which, while to some extent representing our 
great Commonwealth, at the same time especially cares for whatever 
keeps the memory of her greatness fresh in the hearts of her children. 

It was but natural that our choice should turn to you, the Histori- 
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cal Society of Pennsylvania, instituted as you are for that express pur- 
pose. Therefore we, the survivors of the Mexican war, beg you to 
accept and receive from our hands the future care and custody of these 
beautiful gifts from the hands of our country's military chief. These 
reminders of Pennsylvania's gallant part in a war, not for conquest, but 
in vindication of that great principle that "governments derive their 
just powers from the consent of the governed." 

At the conclusion of Mr. Dolman's address President 
Stille accepted the flags on behalf of the Historical Society, 
and said, — 

Soldiers of the Scott Legion !— In the name and on behalf of the 
Historical Society I accept the guardianship and care of these precious 
mementos of your patriotism and valor. In other countries when flags 
have done their duty, and the victory which they inspired has been won, 
they are suspended beneath the arches of some venerable cathedral, 
where as long as a shred of their glorious tatters remains they serve as 
an example to the living of all virtue, and as a memorial of the dead 
who have died in their defence. Here we have no " long-drawn aisles" in 
which to hang these emblems of your courage and devotion to your 
country, but we shall give them a home in a building long the residence 
of one of your foremost generals, and made still more fitting as a reposi- 
tory because here on the 13th of September anniversary (of the capture 
of the City of Mexico) for many years the most illustrious officers of the 
Mexican war met to recall the scenes of the past and to renew their fel- 
lowship. 

The importance of the Mexican war in the general history of the 
country is not always understood. It seems to me that it ought to be 
recognized as the most far-reaching event in that history, except the 
war of the rebellion. It is a singular fact that twice at least in the his- 
tory of the world its fate has been decided by battles in the valley of 
Mexico. As I stood on the tower of the cathedral of that city and over- 
looked the vast prospect lying before me, of unsurpassed grandeur and 
beauty, I could not help feeling that the capture of the City of Mexico 
by Cortez was the means by which Philip II. of Spain was supplied with 
the gold which enabled him to band together the Catholic powers of 
Europe and to equip that " Invincible Armada" which was to destroy the 
supremacy of England as a Protestant power. And so, when my imagi- 
nation summoned before me General Scott and his heroic legions be- 
sieging that city, I thought less of their valor in their assaults on Cha- 
pultepec, on Molinos del Rey, on the city gates of San Cosme and Belem, 
transcendent as that valor was, than I did of the imperial domain which 
was added to our country by the victories of that little band ; of Califor- 
nia and its gold ; of the whole face of the world and all the conditions of 
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modern society changed by the discovery of the new Pactolus, a stream 
which was to fertilize this country and the world with a wealth of which 
Croesus had never dreamed. 

What can I say in the way of recognition and thankfulness for the 
discipline and bravery by which you were enabled to accomplish such 
vast results ? I have explored every accessible portion of the hill of 
Chapultepec with increasing wonder, at a loss to understand how the 
bravest of the brave forced their way to the fortress on its summit. I 
have stood on the spot where the brave Twiggs met his death, wondering 
again why all his comrades did not meet the same fate as he. I have 
explored the deadly pass at Molinos del Eey, where more than four 
hundred of your comrades were slain. I have wandered through the 
streets of Puebla, and while my soul has been filled with glorious recol- 
lections of the defence of that place for more than a month against 
thousands of Mexicans by a garrison composed chiefly of five compa- 
nies of the First Pennsylvania Eegiment, I was, as I think I had reason 
to be, proud of being a Pennsylvanian. 

Soldiers of the Mexican war ! do not think your country is ungrateful 
or that it is forgetful of your prowess; believe me that as time goes on, 
and the vast benefits which you have conferred upon that country become 
more clearly understood, your trials and your labors will be more fully 
appreciated, and even if your names are forgotten, the deeds which you 
have done can never die. Your memory will be kept alive by that uni- 
versal instinct of mankind which forces us to honor the brave, and by the 
gratitude which millions of hearts must feel for those by whose sufferings 
and by whose blood the blessings of the peaceful homes which they now 
enjoy were purchased. 

Believe me, your countrymen do love, at least at times, something 
more than the gold your valor has secured to them in such abundance. 

After the interesting ceremonies were closed the persons 
present viewed the flags, which had been repaired and ap- 
propriately draped and put in a walnut case. 



